
Dear friends,                      October 2022
 We are home in Cootamundra at last, completing the 14,000 kilometres round trip.  
Much has happened, so here is an overview of our year so far. 
We left Cootamundra on 20th April, and arrived in Canteen Creek 
a week later. The van travelled well, and coped with the 180 kms 
of dirt road out to the community, through patches of deep dirt, 
wash-outs and corrugations. The community was happy for us to 
park in the church grounds, under a shady tree, although some 
people were a little concerned the tree might drop branches on us 
in the wind! We did have lots of really windy days, but the tree 
didn‛t break. 

 Within weeks of our arrival, there were 2 funerals, and both 
families asked Richard to take the services. Funerals are huge 
events, often with months of planning going into them. Families 
and friends travel from all over the place to attend, some 
arriving weeks beforehand to help with preparations, so every 
house is full-to-overflowing with visitors. The church yard is 
cleaned, raked and watered daily in the lead up to the funeral, 
and shade shelters built. Then flowers are arranged along the 
fence, seating set up outside, the band starts playing, football 
colours are hung up and everyone in their funeral clothes begin to 

fill the yard, even hours before the service starts. The coffin arrives from town in a Troop 
carrier which is also decorated, and a guard of honour lines the way in. Both funerals went 
relatively quietly, smoothly and respectfully…..there are always 
some people who want to talk or sing for too long! 
 And then we could get into a more normal pattern of life 
for a while. Whatever normal is! Harry came most mornings 
again this year to work with us on translation checking. Then in 
June, Harry and Estelle went up to Darwin to Nungalinya 
College, the first from our community to go to this Bible 
college. So Richard worked with Brenda and Janet who really 
enjoyed the challenge of translating the Scriptures into easy 
English that people in the southern part of the Territory speak. With lots of interruptions 
and people coming and going, by the time we left, we had rechecked through Genesis and 
Mark.
 Later in June, a team from Sydney Missionary and Bible 

College arrived to spend a week cross culturally, and mainly 
provided the children with an amazing holiday programme. 
The children responded so well to being cared for, with 
games, songs, stories, crafts and puppets. 

  It was so good to see these children, who might other-
wise have been occupied in less positive ways, being totally 
involved with learning memory verses, singing, and listening to 
God‛s word.

 For the team it was an excellent and rare opportunity, 
something not many people experience, and one which 
impacted them greatly. One church family appreciated the 
team so much that they brought kangaroo tails and sweet 
potatoes to the church yard. They dug a pit and lit a fire, and 
while the tails cooked, they made dampers to go on the coals. 
Such a gracious and generous thing to do. And then on the last 
night, the ladies gave beautiful paintings they had done as a 
way of saying thank you. 



 Football season creates another huge difficulty for continuity. Every Friday afternoon, 
the footy team, families and supporters fuel up their vehicles and head off to Tennant Creek 
for the weekend. The ladies formed a football team this year, and that added to the numbers 
leaving for town too. It‛s an amazing thing that they make pretty sure to get into town, but 

getting home is less of a priority! Every Sunday there 
would be cars broken down or run out of fuel or blown 
tyres, and rescue cars having to head out to collect them. 
All along the road there are signs of where people have 
had to stop for the night and light a fire until someone 
else comes along to rescue them.
  By the end of July we had finished as much as we 
were going to get done this year. We enjoyed being part 
of the community again, the children especially loved 
visiting our caravan, never having seen inside one before. 
We love sitting around the fire for Bible Study and 

church, and being part of their lives again. And it‛s so valuable to maintain relationships with 
our Aboriginal families.
 Our trip home took us via Darwin to see our son Josh, 
friends and the house church we are connected with. Then south 
and across to Camooweal for church on Sunday night, a great 
opportunity to catch up with old friends. We have a number of 
friends we have met over the years in mission, and the only time 
see them is when we drive home through Blackall, Rockhampton, 
Gladstone, Gympie, Brisbane and Inverell. So we enjoyed precious 
time with old friends, and the journey home helps us feel ready 
to be back in our society. 
 We were blessed to have good house sitters, and find 
everything in order when we got home. 

A bonus to being home a 
little earlier than planned 
was being available to represent AIM at the Reachout 
Conference in Katoomba, such a great weekend of good 
teaching, but also the opportunity for missions to 
promote their work and needs. A number of young people 
stopped by to talk about working with AIM in the future. 
Please pray that God would raise up people to work either 
in secular jobs, or mission positions within the Indigenous 
communities. The needs are great!

 As we look back on this year‛s time away, we are ever mindful of God‛s amazing goodness 
in the provision of the caravan. This winter in the Barkly was the windiest we can remember. 
It would have been impossible to live and work in the tent we had last year. The luxury of a 
van with a bathroom was wonderful! And for those days when it rained, it was great to feel 
safe and secure. He also provided finances for fuel, food and for when we needed to book into 
caravan parks. 

 We give thanks: 
 For those who worked with us so diligently.
 For those who embrace us as part of their family, and those who welcome us into their 
 community.
 For the fellowship we have with people in the various AIM centres.
 For the work the Lord has given us to do, and how important it is to those who will be 
 able to read and understand God‛s word for themselves.



 Please pray as the drafts of Genesis and Mark progress through the consultation 
process, for more consultants to be trained, and more translators to join the team. 

 Thank you to those who have prayed! It‛s very much a team effort!

A few family updates: 

 Ben, Nadia and family relocated to Canberra earlier this year when Ben accepted a 
position at the Australian Federal Police academy as a trainer. It was the second move they 
had made in a very short time, and Gabriella Joy was born on Christmas Eve in Darwin amid all 
the Covid chaos. So it has been a very unsettled time for them. Ben had to resign from the 
N.T. Police force when he took on this role which he could do as a civilian, but has just begun 
the 8 week transition course to join the AFP. The children have all found friends, schools, 
training and work possibilities, but the small 3 bedroom house is a challenge for a family of 8!

 Josh completed his mature age apprenticeship and is slowly acquiring the equipment he 
would need to run his own business, but meanwhile he and his partner Leslie operate a very 
busy sign writing company in Darwin.

 Simon, Lydia and Martin live on a family rural property in Whenuapai, north east of 
Auckland. Simon works as a computer consultant/programmer for a bank, and Lydia has a 
dental practice. They both work part time and share the responsibility of caring for Martin 
(3).

 Paul is in his second year at Sydney Missionary and Bible College, Leah is also studying 
part time, the older 2 children, Hazel and Frank attend a local school, while Sally and Henry 
are a little young for that yet.
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